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Placards on proving trailers

Last week | questioned a TDG inspector on the need to placard our proving trailers. Once | explained to him what it is we
do his reply was that we would fall under the 150 kg exemption rule and would not have to run placards on our trailers.
Instead of 1075 on the placard we could run them blank. We would still have to follow TDG regulations and all
employees hauling these trailers would need TDG certification.

1.15 150 kg Gross Mass Exemption
SOR/2008-34

(1) Part 3 (Documentation), Part 4 (Dangerous Goods Safety Marks), Part 5 (Means of Containment),
Part 6 (Training) and Part 8 (Accidental Release and Imminent Accidental Release Report
Requirements) do not apply to the handling, offering for transport or transporting of dangerous goods
on a road vehicle, a railway vehicle or a ship on a domestic voyage if

SOR/2008--34

(a) in the case of

(i) dangerous goods included in Class 2, Gases, they are in one or more small means of containment
in compliance with the requirements for transporting gases in Part 5, Means of Containment, except
that, in the case of dangerous goods that are UN1950, AEROSOLS, the requirement for aerosol
containers to be tightly packed in a wood, fibreboard or plastic box does not apply to a user or
purchaser, or

SOR/2014-152

(if) dangerous goods not included in Class 2, Gases, they are in one or more small means of
containment designed, constructed, filled, closed, secured and maintained so that under normal
conditions of transport, including handling, there will be no accidental release of the dangerous goods
that could endanger public safety;

SOR/2008-34

(b) except for dangerous goods included in Class 2, Gases, the dangerous goods are contained in
one or more means of containment each of which has a gross mass less than or equal to 30 kg;
SOR/2011-239

(c) the gross mass of all dangerous goods
() transported on the road vehicle or the railway vehicle is less than or equal to 150 kg, and

(if) transported on the ship on a domestic voyage is less than or equal to 150 kg, excluding
dangerous goods in a road vehicle or railway vehicle being transported on the ship; and
SOR/2011-239

(d) the dangerous goods are in a quantity or concentration available to the general public and are
transported

(i) by a user or purchaser of the dangerous goods, or



(ii) by a retailer to or from a user or purchaser of the dangerous goods.
SOR/2011-239

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to dangerous goods that
(a) are in a quantity or concentration that requires an emergency response assistance plan;
(b) require a control or emergency temperature;

(c) are included in Class 1, Explosives, except for UN numbers UN0044, UN0105, UN0O131, UNO161,
UNO0173, UN0186, UN0191, UN0197, UN0276, UN0312, UN0323, UN0335 if classified as a
consumer firework, UN0336, UN0337, UN0351, UN0373, UN0404, UN0405, UN0431, UN0432,
UNO0454, UN0499, UN0503, UN0505 to UN0507 and UN0509;

SOR/2014-306

(d) are included in Class 2.1, Flammable Gases, and are in a cylinder with a capacity greater than 46
L;

(e) are included in Class 2.3, Toxic Gases;

(f) are included in Class 4, Flammable Solids; Substances Liable to Spontaneous Combustion;
Substances that on Contact with Water Emit Flammable Gases (Water-reactive Substances); and in

Packing Group |;
SOR/2012-245

(g) are included in Class 5.2, Organic Peroxides, unless they are allowed to be transported as limited
guantities in accordance with section 1.17 and column 6(a) of Schedule 1;
SOR/2014-306

(h) are liquids included in Class 6.1, Toxic Substances, and Packing Group |;
(i) are included in Class 6.2, Infectious Substances; or

() are included in Class 7, Radioactive Materials, and are required to be licensed by the Canadian
Nuclear Safety Commission.
SOR/2008-34

See below TDG 150 kg Exemption Rule




What employers need to know.

Some employers whose operations
handle and transport small amounts of
dangerous goods mistakenly believe
they are exempt from rules concerning
the transportation of dangerous
goods.

Regardless of the size and amount

of commodity handled, however,

all employers are subject to the
Transportation of Dangerous Goods
Act, 1992 (“the TDG Act”) and the TDG
Regulations.

Classes

There are nine classes of dangerous
goods listed in Schedule 1 of the TDG
Regulations. Most service vehicles
would likely carry a few of these
classes:

- Class 2: Gases (compressed, deeply
refrigerated, or dissolved under
pressure). This class has 3 divisions:
21, 2.2, and 2.3 (refrigerant gases
are either a Class 21 or a 2.2,
depending on the gas, while
oxygen and nitrogen are a Class
2.2)

- Class 3: Flammable liquids

- Class 8: Corrosives.

Each dangerous good is assigned a
UN number, which includes the letters
UN followed by four digits and a
shipping name.

Exemptions

Changes introduced by Amendment
No. 6 of the TDG Regulations, which
came into force in 2008, allowed for
small quantities (150 kg gross mass) of
these dangerous goods (except for 2.3
gases) and of others to be transported
without having to abide by certain
parts of the regulations.

The 150 kg Gross Mass Exemption

is no longer restricted to personal
use. If all conditions are met, anyone
transporting dangerous goods

can use this exemption. In fact, a
technician driving a service vehicle
(both pickup trucks and closed vans)
with refrigerants, welding gases,
drain-cleaning chemicals, or any
other items classed as dangerous
goods would be exempt from Part 3
(Documentation), Part 4 (Dangerous
Goods Safety Marks), Part 5 (Means
of Containment), Part 6 (Training),
and Part 8 (Accidental Release and
Imminent Accidental Release Report
Requirements).

The other common exemption is
the “Class 2, Gases, in Small Means
of Containment Exemption”. The
person operating the vehicle
would be exempted from Part

3 (Documentation) and Part 6
(Training), if

- the dangerous goods are being
transported in no more than
five small means of containment
(cylinders),

- the gross mass of the dangerous
goods is less than or equal to 500
kg, and

- the dangerous-goods safety marks
(labels) displayed on the small
means of containment can be seen
from outside the road vehicle.

These exemptions exempt only

the “person” (an individual or an
organization) from certain Parts of the
TDG Regulations. They do not exempt
the person from the TDG Act.

The TDG Act clearly states that no

person shall import, offer for transport,

handle, or transport any dangerous
goods unless

- the person complies with all safety
and security requirements that
apply under the regulations,

- the goods are accompanied by all
documents that are required under
the regulations,

- a means of containment is used
for the goods that is required or
permitted under the regulations,
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- the means of containment and
means of transport comply with all
safety standards that apply under
the regulations, and

- the means of containment and
means of transport display
all applicable safety marks in
accordance with the regulations.

For example, the gas cylinders being
transported under the “150 kg Gross
Mass Exemption” must comply with
Part 5 of the TDG Regulations. The
cylinder must also be of an approved
specification and must be within its
prescribed re-qualification interval.
The kind of test to be conducted

and the frequency of the test vary
depending on the gas in the cylinder
and the cylinder’s construction.
Cylinders can be inspected and re-
qualified by only a company that is
registered with Transport Canada

to do so. Part 5 also states the gas
cylinder must be loaded and secured
in the vehicle in such a way as to
prevent, under normal conditions of
transport, damage to the cylinder
and to the vehicle that could lead to a
release of the dangerous goods.

It is the employer’s responsibility

to understand exemptions from
specific parts of the TDG Regulations
when transporting certain types

and gquantities of dangerous goods.
Employers must also ensure that they
comply with the parts of the TDG
regulations they are still required

to follow. Fines for improperly
transporting dangerous goods can
range from $500 to $100,000, plus
other penalties.

Do you need training?

The Infrastructure Health & Safety
Association is recognized by Transport
Canada as a provider of training on
the TDG Act and Regulations.

Visit www.ihsa.ca or call
1-800-781-2726 to register. ©
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